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Dennis Dunn, director of the Victim Witness Kokua Services division of the 
prosecutor’s office, was recognized for his work on behalf of victims of crime at the 
Institute on Violence, Abuse and Trauma’s 13th Hawaii International Summit. 
 

At a luncheon at the Hawaii Convention Center, Dunn was named a co-winner of 
the Loretta “Deliana” Fuddy Lifetime Achievement Award. Marya Grambs, executive 
director of Mental Health America of Hawaii, was the other winner. 
 
  “I have had the privilege of working alongside Dennis for more than 30 years and 
can personally attest to his tireless efforts on behalf of victims of crime,” Prosecuting 
Attorney Keith M. Kaneshiro said. 
 

“When Dennis began working for the prosecutor’s office in 1979, victim services 
were not a priority and the impact of crimes upon victims was a secondary concern. 
 

“Dennis changed that attitude by expanding services in Honolulu and also being 
a strong advocate for laws that were victim-oriented. Dennis played a key role in the 
creation of laws that gave victims a voice in the criminal justice system so they now can 
testify at sentencing or parole hearings. 

 
“Under his leadership, our victim-witness program has grown from two 

counselors to 24 counselors, and services now include a courthouse dog, Pono, who 
helps minors provide testimony.” 
 

In its write-up, IVAT noted that Dennis has “been actively involved in the drafting 
and passage of many of Hawaii’s most important victim’s rights statutes. 

 
 “Dennis succeeded in having the Victim’s Bill of Rights included in the Hawaii 

State Statutes and he continues to work towards a Hawaii State Constitutional 
Amendment.” 

 

 
KEITH M. KANESHIRO 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 

ARMINA A. CHING 
FIRST DEPUTY  

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 


	City and County of Honolulu

